NEED HELP GETTING INTO COLLEGE?

AVID is a San Marcos District Success Story!

Advancement Via Individual Determination

 Mission Hills High School

The goal of the AVID program is to provide academic instruction and other support to students and to prepare them for eligibility for four-year colleges and universities.

Mission Hills High School AVID Facts: 

98% of last year’s Mission Hills High School AVID seniors were accepted to one or more universities of their choice. 

AVID seniors were awarded over $655,000 in grants and scholarships for their first year of college. 

AVID not only helps students prepare for college, but helps students to stand out on a college application. 
The AVID “Profile”

Students should have the potential and the desire to attend a four-year college.

They must have appropriate classroom behavior.

Generally their G.P.A. is between 2.5 and 4.0.

They have regular attendance.

They have good work habits.

They have average test scores.*

They are willing to commit themselves to two hours of homework each night.

They are willing to enroll in a rigorous college preparatory sequence of courses and must attend summer school.

* AVID includes English Learners 

Additionally, AVID students nationwide fit into ONE or more of these criteria:

First person in family to go to a four-year university, or…

Member of an underserved group at universities, or…

Low socio-economic status, or…

Special circumstances.
AVID Applications are located in Guidance Center
For further information, contact Jamie Yorba, AVID Coordinator, Guidance Center

****Phone: (760) 290-2700 ext. 3355    
***Email: jamie.yorba@smusd.org
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Advancement via Individual Determination

WHAT AVID IS:

· AVID is a program for “middle to upper middle” academic students who are “at-promise” and have the potential for AP and honors work in high school, but would in addition, need academic and emotional support paired with the rigor.

· AVID combines rigor WITH SUPPORT that includes first, the student's own individual determination, support of teachers, other AVID students, AVID teacher, school resources, and parents.  

· Ability to maintain a 2.5-4.0 and good citizenship throughout the school year.

SOME REQUIREMENTS TO BE ACCEPTED INTO AVID

· GPA of 2.0-4.0
· Middle to high scores on the CST’s (a few exceptions=outstanding EL students).
· Effort/Citizenship in all classes is good (P.E. is an excellent indicator of adequacy for AVID).
· Team player, “good attitude, collaborative in nature.”

WHAT AVID IS NOT:

· AVID is not an “at-risk” program. It is a program designed for students who would otherwise may not attend a 4-year university.

· AVID is not for students with N’s and U’s in effort and citizenship.

· AVID is not an honors program, but it does include the rigor of Honors/AP classes.

· AVID is not for the “D” or “F” student.

STATISTICALLY AND HISTORICALLY SPEAKING. . .

It is much more challenging for students with one or more of the following to gain acceptance (and stay in) a 4-year university as a freshman:

(Please note: there are always exceptions---these are merely statistical in nature)

· Economically disadvantaged

· Single parent family

· Parents not college graduates

· Under-represented ethnically in colleges and universities

· The quiet sort of student who could potentially “slip through the cracks.”
[image: image5.jpg]



Mission Hills High School

PARENT/STUDENT AVID PROGRAM APPLICATION

My child and I are interested in participating in the AVID college preparatory program at Mission Hills High School.  

Date of Application: ________________________            Student ID Number ________________________________

STUDENT’S NAME (Please print) ____________________________________________________________________


ADDRESS________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER _________________________________________________________________________________
CURRENT SCHOOL   
_____ Woodland Park Middle School

_____ San Elijo Middle School 
_____ San Marcos Middle School           
_____ Other School ___________________
_____ Mission Hills High School 


CURRENT GRADE LEVEL __________________
CURRENT COUNSELOR_____________________________________

Have you ever been enrolled in the AVID Program?  ______Yes ______No 
If yes, what grades? _____________________________________________

Middle School Students Only:  Are you currently enrolled in the AVID Program? ___ Yes   ___  No 

You must obtain two Core Subject Area (Math, Language Arts, Science, or Social Science) teacher recommendations by signature.

Teacher Name (Please Print) __________________________________ Subject _____________________________
Teacher Signature _______________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Name (Please Print) __________________________________ Subject _____________________________
Teacher Signature _______________________________________________________________________________

We have read the attached role and responsibilities of the AVID Student and the AVID parent and agree to comply with them.

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME (Please Print) ____________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE           ______________________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE_____________________________________________________________ 

Student: I have written the paragraph on the back of this application that is part of the application process.

AVID applicants should meet one or more of the following criteria.  Please check all that apply to you. 
_____First person in family to go to a four-year university, or…

_____Member of an underserved group at universities, or…

_____Low socio-economic status, qualify for free/reduced lunch, or…

_____Special circumstances or hardships (can be explained in paragraph below).

Application Paragraph:  Write a 50-100 Word paragraph stating why you would like to be in the Mission Hills High School AVID Program and what you hope to gain by participating in it.  Use your best spelling, grammar, and vocabulary.
***** Please return to AVID Coordinator, Jamie Yorba, at Mission Hills High School in room 355 or to your child’s guidance counselor who can forwarded this application on to Jamie Yorba at Mission Hills High School. 
